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H I G H  I N S P E C T O R  O F  J U S T I C E  O N  A  W O R K I N G   
V I S I T  T O  T H E  U S A  

Uashington D.C., 8 May 2024 

High Inspector of Justice Mr. Artur Metani 
has started a working visit to the USA, with 
meetings with key leaders at the U.S. De-
partment of Justice, facilitated by the 
Office of Overseas Prosecutorial Develop-
ment, Assistance, and Training (OPDAT) at 
the U.S. Embassy in Tirana. 

During his visit to Washington DC this 
week, Mr. Metani met with Department of 
Justice Inspector General Michael Horo-
witz, Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
Bruce Swartz, and Office of Professional 
Responsibility Counsel Jeffrey Ragsdale. 

U.S. officials reaffirmed the United States’ 
support for the Office of the High Inspector 

 

High Inspector of Justice Mr. Metani expressed his gratitude for the 

continuous encouragement and support of the USA in strengthening 

the rule of law in Albania as well as in terms of the efficiency and pro-

fessionalism of the HIJ Office team.  
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of Justice in its vital mission to uphold pro-
fessionalism, independence, and integrity 
among judges and prosecutors. 

High Inspector of Justice Mr. Metani ex-
pressed his gratitude for the continuous 

encouragement and support of the USA in 
strengthening the rule of law in Albania as 
well as in terms of the efficiency and pro-
fessionalism of the HIJ Office team. 
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M E T A N I :  J U S T I C E  S Y S T E M  N E E D S   
E N C O U R A G E M E N T  A N D  S U P P O R T  

New York, May 9th, 2024 

During his working visit to the USA, and on 
the National Day of Justice, High Inspector 
of Justice, Mr. Artur Metani met with Alba-
nian lawyers and professionals in New 
York, a meeting organized by “The Albanian 
Professionals and Entrepreneurs Network – 
APEN”. 

The meeting was led by the first Albanian 
judge elected in New York, Ms. Edit Shkreli, 
judge of the Bronx Civil Court; during the 
conversation with her Mr. Metani focused 
on changes made in Albania within the 
framework of the justice reform and its 
new institutions, one of which is the High 

Inspector of Justice. After presenting the 
role and functions of the institution he 
heads, Mr. Metani responded to the inter-
est on various aspects of the rule of law 
and institutions in Albania. 

Speaking about the changes and expecta-
tions for the justice system, Mr. Metani fo-
cused on the role of the institutions, but 
also the society, in relation to justice and 
the rule of law. 

“We need a society that develops and pro-
gresses based on the concepts of democra-
cy and the rule of law, because justice can 
be administered not only by its institutions, 
but also by the whole society, through in-
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formation, ethical behavior and respect for 
human rights. Nowadays, justice system has 
been and continues to be, one of the hottest 
topics of public debate in Albania. Justice is a 
topic of public interest. Today, we must in-
crease our efforts to raise the level of the le-
gal culture of our society. The access of Alba-
nian citizens to legal knowledge is funda-

mental to guarantee an effective justice sys-
tem. Thus, informing and providing 
knowledge about the law, about rights, law-
enforcement institutions, responsibilities and 
so on, are not only related to legal educa-
tion, but they are also the components of 
culture and the civic need for the approach 
to the rule of law. 
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At the same time, Albanian citizens should 
be given the opportunity to orient them-
selves within the broad legal spectrum, rec-
ognizing their rights and obligations. To un-
derstand the role and functions of institu-
tions and justice delivery mechanisms, as 
well as the concept of citizenship in the rule 

of law. Albanian citizens can organize them-
selves and cooperate to supervise the activi-
ty of the justice system bodies, as well as 
exert pressure with democratic means on 
these bodies in order to foster progress in 
issues of public interest. 
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“We need a society that develops and progresses based on the concepts of de-

mocracy and the rule of law, because justice can be administered not only by its 

institutions, but also by the whole society, through information, ethical behavior 

and respect for human rights. Nowadays, justice system has been and continues 

to be, one of the hottest topics of public debate in Albania  “said Mr. Metani.  

We must work to change the mentality of 
the actors of justice system, which must be 
based on a complete understanding of the 
rule of law. It is important that Albanian so-
ciety embraces the spirit and rules of a gen-
eral culture of the rule of law. Without a 
deep legal culture, the justice system turns 
into a superficial formal system without val-
ues.  

An independent justice system with integri-
ty, transparency and efficiency will only be 
guaranteed if the rule of law is adopted by 
all of us, by the magistrates, by legal profes-

sionals, the political class, the media, civil 
society, as well as the Albanian citizens 
themselves”, said among other things, the 
High Inspector of Justice. 

The meeting was also greeted by the per-
manent representative of Albania to the 
UN, Ambassador Suela Janina, who appreci-
ated the role and work of the High Inspector 
of Justice in the system and in strengthening 
the rule of law. 

During the conversation with legal profes-
sionals, Mr. Metani invited them to cooper-
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ate or work with the Office of the High In-
spector of Justice.  

This event is part of the public communica-
tion concept of the High Inspector of Jus-
tice, through the organization of open fo-
rums and meetings with Albanian citizens, 
who represent a successful model from a 
social and professional point of view in the 
field of law, not only in Albania but even 

abroad. The purpose of these activities, 
through the presentation of their personal 
achievements, challenges encountered and 
successes achieved, is to introduce the con-
tribution of these individuals as role models 
to be followed and why not invite them to 
give their personal contribution to the pro-
gress of the implementation of the Justice 
Reform in Albania. 
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H I G H  I N S P E C T O R  O F  J U S T I C E  P R E S E N T S  I N S T I T U T I O N  
 A C T I V I T Y  F O R  2 0 2 3  

High Inspector of Justice Mr. Artur Metani 
informed the Parliamentary Committee on 
Legal Affairs, Public Administration and Hu-
man Rights of the activity of the High In-
spector of Justice Office for 2023. 

Mr. Metani said that “2023 has been an 
intense year for the Office of the High In-
spector of Justice regarding its main func-
tion of handling complaints against magis-
trates as well as conducting thematic in-
spections, while simultaneously finalizing 

the process of reviewing the backlog of 
complaints and practices inherited from 
previous institutions of disciplinary pro-
ceedings. 

“Handling the backlog of complaints has 
been a process that has exceeded the nor-
mal workload of the human resources 
available to the High Inspector of Justice, a 
challenge that we have overcome with visi-
ble results, based on administrative and 
structural regulatory measures we have 

Mr. Metani said that “2023 has been an intense year for the Office of the High 

Inspector of Justice regarding its main function of handling complaints against 

magistrates as well as conducting thematic inspections, while simultaneously 

finalizing the process of reviewing the backlog of complaints and practices in-

herited from previous institutions of disciplinary proceedings.  
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undertaken. Reviewing and responding to 
the backlog of complaints fulfilled our pub-
licly reiterated goal that nothing is for-
gotten and that avoiding a culture of impu-
nity is a clear signal to increase public con-
fidence in the justice system.” 

Then the High Inspector of Justice focused 

on the implementation of the Resolution of 

the Assembly recommendations for the 

High Inspector of Justice Office for 2022, 

the priorities set for the following year, 

identified by the daily work of all units and 

directorates of the High Inspector of Justice 

Office, such as communications with com-

plaining citizens and institutions or daily 

work processes. 
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D I S C C U S I O N  O F  R E G U L A T I O N  F O R  U N I F I C A T I O N  O F   
D I S C I P L I N A R Y  P R O C E E D I N G S  F O R  M A G I S T R A T E S   

I N  H J C  A N D  H P C  

The Office of the High Inspector of Justice 
participated in the joint plenary meeting of 
the High Judicial Council and the High Pros-
ecutorial Council, on Justice Day, where the 
draft regulation “On the unification of disci-
plinary proceedings for cases where a judge 
and a prosecutor are involved in the same 
violation“ 

Magistrate Inspector Ms. Elena Pelushi said 
on behalf of the High Inspector of Justice, 
that this act, sets the same stable stand-
ards during the disciplinary proceedings of 
the magistrate, guaranteeing in this way 
the rights to a regular legal process provid-
ed by the legal framework and already es-
tablished in work practices followed by the 
HIJ and by both Councils. 

The accountability system must be guided 
first of all by the notion of the accountabil-
ity of magistrates, as a preventive mecha-
nism that ensures the construction of an 
independent justice system.  

The uniform application of legal provisions 
as well as the consolidation of standards 
that guarantee a fair, impartial, transpar-
ent, independent disciplinary process and 
that is permeated in all its links by the prin-
ciple of due process, constitute the founda-
tions for the establishment of an efficient 
system of the responsibility and accounta-
bility of magistrates, which is and remains 
the common goal of our institutions and of 
the reform as a whole.” said Ms. Plushi. 
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The process of drafting this regulation has 

gone through long stages of consultations 

and discussions between the members of 

the working group, which included the Dis-

ciplinary Commissions of each of the Coun-

cils and representatives of the High Inspec-

tor of Justice, under the assistance of ex-

perts from the EU4JUSTICE mission. 
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H I G H  I N S P E C T O R  O F  J U S T I C E  S I G N E D  C O O P E R A T I O N   
A G R E E M E N T  W I T H  S C H O O L  O F  M A G I S T R A T E S  

The Office of the High Inspector of Justice 
and the School of Magistrates have formal-
ized their cooperation, through an agree-
ment, which was signed by High Inspector 
of Justice Mr. Artur Metani and director of 
the School of Magistrate Mr. Arben Rakipi. 

The memorandum provides for close coop-
eration on matters of joint interest, in the 
direction of strengthening cooperation be-
tween the institutions in order to include 
modules and training topics of interests for 
inspectors and assistant inspectors at the 
High Inspector of Justice Office, in the pro-
gram of continuing education of the School 
of Magistrates, which will be subject to revi-
sion every year. 

This cooperation at the academic level will 
be accompanied by the organization of joint 

conferences, open lectures or other activi-
ties with a view to increasing the efficiency 
of the activity and professional develop-
ment of inspectors and assistant inspectors, 
as well as exchanging mutual information 
regarding analyzes or data that serve their 
joint activities. 

Strengthening the capacities of the inspec-
tion team remains a consistent priority of 
the High Inspector of Justice Office, a work 
process that provides periodic trainings with 
counterpart institutions of European Union 
countries and other international institu-
tions, partners of the HIJ, which, after the 
formalization of this cooperation with the 
School of Magistrate, will be completed as 
sustainable practice. 
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H J C  A C C E P T S  H I J  R E Q U E S T  F O R  D I S M I S S A L   
O F  M A G I S T R A T E  Z . V .  

High Judicial Council has accepted in today's 
hearing, the High Inspector of Justice's re-
quest for disciplinary proceedings with the 
measure 'Dismissal' for magistrate Z.V., 
judge at the Court of First Instance of Gen-
eral Jurisdiction Elbasan. 

The HIJ has initiated the disciplinary investi-
gation against magistrate Z.V., judge at Judi-
cial District Court Elbasan, for the discipli-
nary violation provided for by article 140, 
paragraph 2, letter "b" of the Constitution of 
the Republic of Albania, as well as article 
104 of law no. 96/2016 "On the status of 
judges and prosecutors in the Republic of 
Albania", as amended, due to the punish-
ment for committing the criminal offense of 
“Passive corruption of judges, prosecutors, 
and other justice officials”, provided by Arti-
cle 319/ç of the Criminal Code. 

The disciplinary investigation carried out by 

HIJ inspectors concluded that the judge was 
found guilty and was sentenced by the Spe-
cial Court of First Instance and the Court of 
Appeal for Corruption and Organized Crime, 
for committing the criminal offense “Passive 
corruption of judges, prosecutors and other 
justice officials”, provided by article 319/ç of 
the Criminal Code. 

The irregular exercise of duty by the magis-
trate, even for the nature of the criminal 
fact committed, constitutes a very serious 
disciplinary violation, which has brought 
consequences for the delivery of justice, has 
seriously discredited the judge’s image, au-
thority, dignity and has seriously damaged 
public trust in the magistrate and in the jus-
tice bodies. 

HIJ inspectors requested the disciplinary 
measure “Dismissal”, a request that was ac-
cepted by the High Judicial Council. 
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During May the Office of High Inspector of Justice has administered 107 

complaints, 105 of which were submitted by citizens and 2 submitted by 

institution. 

High Inspector of Justice Office has performed the standard confirmation 

process of receiving complaints for all the new complaints submitted during 

May 2024. Complaints against judges and prosecutors are referred to the 

inspectors and they are at different stages of the process such as the initial 

consideration, verification and the archiving together with relevant deci-

sions. 

 M AY  O F  H I J  I N  N U M B E R  

 

   ARCHIVED 

  

 

   VERIFICATION 
  

 

DISCIPLINARY 
PROCESS 
  

45 decisions from 129 

reviewed practices 

(84 consolidated com-

plaints  specifically: 

 

 31 archiving deci-

sions after the ini-

tial review 

 14 archiving deci-

sions after verifica-

tion  

 

 
 
9 verification decisions  

 

  
1 decision to initiate a 
disciplinary 
investigation for 1 
magistrate  
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Even during the month of May 2024, the Office of the High Inspector of Justice made public 

announcements of archiving decisions for 6 complainants,  who were unreachable at the 

addresses communicated by them. In addition to the stands of the HIJ, according to the law, 

these announcements are also found on our official website and posted in the stands of the 

municipalities where the complainants come from.  

P U B L I C  A N N O U N C E M E N T  O F  D E C I S I O N S  

COMPLAINT PROCESS AT HIJ  

The Office of the High Inspector of Justice con-

tinues with intensive work to confirm the 

complaints carried and those administered 

since February 1, 2020, when it was estab-

lished as an institution.  

To facilitate this process for interested per-

sons, HIJ has published on the official website 

a special complaint form, which:  

Can be completed directly and submitted 

online;  

Can be downloaded, completed and sent by 

email to info@ild.al or by mail at the  address 

Boulevard "Dëshmorët e Kombit", Building 

no.13, Tirana.  

It can also be completed by presenting at the 

Office of the High Inspector of Justice, if nec-

essary, to ask for assistance of the team of the 

Complaints Office.  

Upon receipt of the complaint, the High In-

spector of Justice within 5 days confirms in 

writing its receipt.  

The criteria for the admissibility of the com-

plaint are published on the official website of 

HIJ www.ild.al, in the section "How to receive 

complaints". 

”. 
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The team of complaints office welcomes 

citizens-complainants every working day 

from 09:00 am to 02:00 pm, while for in-

creased communication with interested citi-

zens, in addition to communication through 

the website and official address, the Office 

of the High Inspector of Justice has made 

available the phone number +355 4 

2217217. 

Coordinator for the right to information is 

part of this sector 

While  assisting the complainants 
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During the month of   May 2024, 

the Complaints and Public  

Relations Sector received 28 

complainants, who appeared at 

the premises of  the Office of  

the High Inspector of  Justice, 

and 19 phone calls from citi-

zens, who requested infor-

mation on the stage of  their 

complaints or Information on 

completing the TIP complaint 

form. 

 

 

CORDINATOR FOR THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION  

In accordance with the principles and rules 

provided for in law no. 119/2014 "On the 

right to information", the coordinator for 

the right to information in the Office of the  

High Inspector of Justice, enables every 

applicant the right to be familiar with 

public information, as well as 

communicates according to the need with 

the applicant regarding the processing of 

the request for public information. 

Requests for information are filed by 

citizens, legal entities, interested groups, 

and can be send through the “Albanian 

Post”, e-mail at the address: info@ild.al, as 

well as the e-mail of the coordinator for the 

right to information: amanta.jasa@ild.al. 

 

The information provided in the 

transparency program is published and 

continuously updated in the register of 

requests and responses, within the legal 

deadline. 

 

MONTHLY FIGURES 

During May 2024, at the Office of High Inspector of Justice, 15 requests for infor-

mation were received, which were processed in all cases within 5 days (the law pro-

vides that applicants to return response within 10 days).  
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                                 HIJ ON TWITTER  
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A short-term mission of experts from the 
General Council of the Judiciary of Spain 
held working sessions with HIJ Office em-
ployees, with the aim of conducting a com-
prehensive analysis of the institution’s cur-
rent technological situation. 

The purpose of this activity was to evaluate 
the current situation and suggest measures 

to improve the efficiency and transparency 
of the HIJ, considering the necessity of cre-
ating and using a fully electronic complaint 
processing system. 

Members of the cabinet, employees of the 
assistant inspectors’ units, the directorate 
of drafting acts and legal services, the sec-
tor of methodology and standards, the sec-

P R A C T I C E S  O F  S P A N I S H  H J C  F O R  H I J  T R A N S P A R E N C Y  



H I G H  I N S P E C T O R  O F  J US T I C E                             NEWSLETTER  | May 2024                                                                                       

21 

tor of information technology and the sec-
tor of archive-protocol, were introduced by 
the Spanish experts in information technolo-
gy and documentation, to the context of the 
Spanish judiciary, best practices, instru-
ments and the search engine model of deci-
sions in judicial practices. 

The experts of the Spanish HJC presented 
the judicial practice in the one-stop shop for 
access to data, information and interaction. 

The activity is part of the support of the 
EU4Justice project for strengthening the ca-
pacities of the Office of the High Inspector 
of Justice. 
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The Office of the High Inspector of Justice 
participated in the closing conference of 
the COPEIJ project “Cooperation for the 
protection of the environment through na-
tional justice inspectorate services”, which 
brought together representatives of the 
French General Inspectorate of Justice, the 
General Inspectorate of the Ministry of Jus-

tice of Italy, the Superior Council of the Ju-
diciary of Portugal, the Judicial Inspectorate 
of Romania and the Office of the High In-
spector of Justice of Albania, members of 
the European Network of Justice Inspection 
Services (RESIJ). 

Launched two years ago, with funding from 

J U S T I C E  I N  P R O T E C T I N G  E N V I R O N M E N T  –  A  E U R O P E A N   
P R I O R I T Y  
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the European Commission, the COPEIJ pro-
ject aims at supporting and promoting the 
effectiveness of environmental protection 
by criminal justice in the EU, by involving 
national inspection services, in the context 
of the new European Union directive of 
April 11 2024 for the protection of the envi-
ronment through criminal law, which oblig-

es the member countries to adopt within 
two years, national rules in accordance with 
the provisions of this directive. 

During the closing seminar, which was held 
at the premises of Eurojust in The Hague, 
the participants discussed the challenges of 
the fight against environmental crime, par-
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ticularly in the field of fight against orga-
nized crime in Europe, recent develop-
ments in this field, and assessed the good 
practices and innovations identified by the 
COPEIJ team to improve its effectiveness. 

Officials and experts from the European 
Commission, Eurojust, Europol, magis-
trates, heads of law enforcement bodies 
dealing with environmental crime, lawyers 
and lecturers from EU countries discussed 
during these two days the fight against en-
vironmental crime in Europe, national phe-
nomena and priorities, challenges in the 
fight against environmental crime: judicial 
organization for efficient justice. Harmoni-
zation of judicial standards and practices, 
mechanisms to improve the fight against 

environmental crime. 

The Office of the High Inspector of Justice 
was represented by advisors Ms. Isida Koka 
and Ms. Mimosa Koçiu. Ms. Koçiu moder-
ated the third roundtable on the topic “The 
fight against cross-border organized 
crime”. 

Based on a common methodology, repre-
sentatives of justice inspection services, 
part of the COPEIJ project have prepared 
national reports and then a joint report, 
identifying the main difficulties and pre-
senting good practices related to environ-
mental crime and common recommenda-
tions, a document that will be submitted to 
the European Commission. 

 

Officials and experts from the European Commission, Eurojust, Europol, magis-

trates, heads of law enforcement bodies dealing with environmental crime, 

lawyers and lecturers from EU countries discussed during these two days the 

fight against environmental crime in Europe  
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In fulfillment of the mission of investigative 
activity, the Office of the High Inspector of 
Justice invites all interested persons to apply 
for 4 (four) vacancies for the position of "Non
-Magistrate Inspector" in the Unit of Inspec-
tors at the HIJ.  
The inspector carries out verifications and 
administrative investigations about alleged 
disciplinary violations against judges and 
prosecutors of all levels, members of the High 
Judicial Council, members of the High Prose-
cutorial Council and the Prosecutor General, 
as well as for the institutional inspection of 
courts and prosecution offices. 
 
In the exercise of his duty, the inspector col-
lects data and evaluates any information or 
act that he considers to be or may be im-
portant for the execution of the duty, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of the Code of 
Administrative Procedures and law no. 

96/2016, dated 06.10.2016, "On the status of 
judges and prosecutors in the Republic of Al-
bania", as amended. 
 
For interested candidates, the conditions, cri-
teria, preliminary documents and method of 
submission can be found at the link: 

More information about the announcement 
and qualification criteria can be found at the 
link: 

 
The deadline for submitting the documents is 
26.06.2024 

H I J  I S  L O O K I N G  T O  R E C R U I T  N O N - M A G I S T R A T E  I N S P E C T O R S  

https://ild.al/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Shpallje-Inspektore-Jomagjistrate-27.05.2024.pdf
https://ild.al/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Shpallje-Inspektore-Jomagjistrate-27.05.2024.pdf
https://ild.al/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Shpallje-Inspektore-Jomagjistrate-27.05.2024.pdf
https://ild.al/sq/rekrutim-inspektore-jo-magjistrate/
https://ild.al/sq/rekrutim-inspektore-jo-magjistrate/
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HIJ spot https://

www.youtube.com/watch? 

 

MAY 2024 
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