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HIGH INSPECTOR OF JUSTICE OFFICIAL
VISIT TO FRENCH COUNTERPART

High Inspector of Justice, Mr. Artur Metani
was on a short working visit to Paris, to the
General Inspection of Justice of France,
where he was welcomed by his counterpart
Mr. Christophe Straudo. During their
meeting Mr. Metani and Mr. Straudo
evaluated the practice of exchanging

experiences over the years between the
two inspection services, the one of France
and of Albania, as well as their cooperation
as part of the European Network of

Inspection Services (RESH)). The two
counterparts shared ideas on the
important role of the institutions they
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head, regarding work independence and the French Court of Cassation, Mr. Rémy Heitz,
influence on the system, to ensure that who presented to Mr. Metani the
magistrates uphold high professional and constitutional changes of the previous year
ethical standards, as a real contribution to in France, the role of the High Council of the
strengthening citizens’ trust in justice and Judiciary in decision-making in disciplinary
the rule of law. proceedings, in his capacity as chairman of

this Council responsible for prosecutors, and
The High Inspector of Justice had a working also the issues of deontology, within his
meeting with Prosecutor General of the function as deputy director of the French
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National School for the Judiciary .During disciplinary process, i.e. prevention, before
the meeting with Judge Valérie Delnaud, the disciplinary sanctions for the judges and
who heads the cabinet of the Minister of prosecutors.Regarding this approach, the
Justice, the focus of the discussion was the French Ministry of Justice has established
similar challenges of the justice system in the College of Deontology, which consists
France and Albania, as well as the French of famous names not only in justice, but
experience, which focuses on the pre- also under the guidance of a seasoned

. Ms. Mimoza Ko
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expert of the system, judge Francois Feltz

former chief of the French General
Inspection of Justice, with whom Mr.
Metani discussed issues of ethics and

deontology of judges and prosecutors.

Issues of the deontology of judges and
prosecutors as well as the exchange of

professional experiences were at the center
of the meeting that the High Inspector of
Justice had with the director of the French
National School for the Judiciary, Ms.
Nathalie Roret. Director Roret presented to
Mr. Metani the upcoming project of
cooperation with the Albanian School of
Magistrates.
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HIJ TEAM PROFESSIONAL EXCHANGE
AT FRENCH INSPECTORATE

A team of the High Inspector of Justice
Office, consisting of inspectors, assistant
inspectors and members of the cabinet,
conducted a 5-day study visit to the Gen-
eral Inspection of Justice of France, in Paris,
with the support of Expertise France and
EU4Justice.

At the beginning of the visit, the HIJ team
was welcomed by the Chief of the General
Inspection of Justice, Mr. Christophe Strau-
do, who made a presentation of the vari-

ous functions of the General Inspection of
Justice and the dimensions of the inspec-
tion work.

The delegation of the High Inspector of Jus-
tice Office had working sessions with the
team of the Department of Ethics at the
General Inspection of Justice of France. The
head of the department Ms. Béatrice Del
Volgo and the inspectors of this depart-
ment, Ms. Marjorie Obadia and Mr. Lu-

The delegation of the High Inspector of Justice Office had working sessions
with the team of the Department of Ethics at the General Inspection of Jus-
tice of France.
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dovic Belfanti conducted presentation ses-
sions on ethics and pre-disciplinary proce-
dure of magistrates, as well as administra-
tive investigations, methodology, the right
to defense, objectivism techniques, which
were followed by professional discussions
with the HIJ team. The HIJ team had a work
session at Paris Judicial Court, where it was
welcomed by the president of this Court,

Mr. Stéphane Noél and the head of the
Prosecution Office attached to this Court,
Ms. Laure Beccuau, who presented the or-
ganization and operation of the court and
prosecution office, as well as focusing on
the ethics of judges and prosecutors, aim-
ing at the role of the president of the court
and the head of prosecution office. Then,
the team of the High Inspector of Justice
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Office had a working session with the Ms. Nathalie Roret, while later, the training
President of the Ethics College of the Minis- 5,4 external relations team presented to
try of Justice, Mr. Francois Feltz, who pre- the HIJ team the functions of the school
sented the role and conditions for estab- which focuses on the training activities of
lishing the structure of the College of Eth- magistrates in the field of ethics. The disci-

ics, its organization and ways of operating. Pplinary procedure of magistrates was pre-
During a visit to the National School for the sented to the HIJ delegation in a special

Judiciary in Paris, the HIJ delegation was work session by Ms. Soizic Guillaume, dep-
welcomed by the director of the school,
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uty Director of Human Resources for the starting with the training visits of French
judiciary, followed by discussions on con- inspectors to Tirana in 2021 and 2023. The
crete work experiences. This study visit of visit was made possible by the support of
the HIJ team to gain firsthand knowledge of Expertise France and EU4Justice.

the French practice, comes within the

framework of professional exchanges be-

tween the two inspection institutions,
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THE HIGH INSPECTOR OF JUSTICE,
GUEST OF “IDM MORNING BRIEFING”

The High Inspector of Justice, Mr. Artur sions with institutional leaders, members
Metani, was the guest at the fourth of the Parliament, representatives of civil
meeting of the “IDM Morning Briefing,” a society, media, academics and scholars on
communication forum organized by the matters of public and institutional interest.
Institute for Democracy and Mediation.
This format aims to foster open discus-
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The meeting with the High Inspector of spector of Justice as the institution respon-
Justice aimed to promote an evidence- sible for addressing misconducts by judges
based discussion on the overall quality of and prosecutors, the management of com-
justice, the conclusion of the vetting pro- plaints, the parliamentary initiative for
cess, the challenges faced by the High In- deepening reforms, the rule of law and an-
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ti-corruption, issues of independence and
separation of powers, and future perspec-
tives in the current context of justice re-
form in Albania.

The discussions also focused on address-
ing the current issues within the system,

the critical importance of cooperation be-
tween institutions to achieve the primary
objective for which the justice reform was
conceived: an independent justice system
free from any kind of influence and effec-
tive for all citizens.
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The High Inspector of Justice, Mr. Artur Metani, was the guest at the fourth
meeting of the “IDM Morning Briefing,” a communication forum organized by the
Institute for Democracy and Mediation. This format aims to foster open discus-
sions with institutional leaders, members of the Parliament, representatives of
civil society, media, academics and scholars on matters of public and institutional
interest.
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STATE SUPREME AUDIT CONFIRMS ORGANIZATIONAL AND
FINANCIAL ACTIVITY OF HIGH INSPECTOR OF JUSTICE OFFICE

The State Supreme Audit completed the
financial audit performed in the Office of
the High Inspector of Justice for the 3-year
work period, from 01.01.2021 to
31.12.2023, and provided a positive assess-
ment for the institution’s performance in
law enforcement, financial planning and
management.

Among the issues identified by the audit
team of the State Supreme Audit (SSA)
there were: The activity of the Office of the
High Inspector of Justice, Drafting and im-
plementing the state budget, Auditing the
annual accounts, Evaluating the functioning

of financial management and control sys-
tems according to the components of fi-
nancial management and internal control.

The final audit report, estimates that “In
our opinion, the financial statements of the
HIJ Office presents fairly, in all material re-
spects, the financial position of the institu-
tion on December 31, 2022, referring to
the regulatory framework in force: National
Standards of Accounting, the Law “On the
Management of the Budget System” and
the Instructions of the Ministry of Finance
and Economy in terms of preparing the an-
nual financial statements, etc. on which the

[
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The State Supreme Audit completed the financial audit performed in the
Office of the High Inspector of Justice for the 3-year work period, from
01.01.2021 to 31.12.2023, and provided a positive assessment for the in-
stitution’s performance in law enforcement, financial planning and man-
agement.

audited entity relied for the preparation of
the financial statements that justify the
rendering of an unqualified/unmodified
opinion.”

The audit of the SSA included the economic
and financial activity of the Office of the
High Inspector of Justice, including legal
acts and by-laws, as well as in terms of:

e The application of legality for the ap-
pointments and operation of manage-
ment structures, the decisions taken
and their implementation

e Budget planning, implementation of
criteria in its planning, implementation
of the budget plan, as well as adminis-
trative expenses

e |Implementation of legal provisions for
the organizational structure of the Insti-

tution

e Application of legal provisions in keep-
ing accounting records, assessment of
whether assets and liabilities are calcu-
lated correctly and in accordance with
legal acts and by-laws, as well as their
reconciliation, opinion on the financial
statements for 2022

e Functioning of the financial manage-
ment and control system

The final audit report of the State Supreme

Audit performed in the HIJ Office can be

read here: FINAL AUDIT REPORT

Among the issues identified by the audit team of the State Supreme Audit
(SSA) there were: The activity of the Office of the High Inspector of Justice,
Drafting and implementing the state budget, Auditing the annual ac-
counts, Evaluating the functioning of financial management and control
systems according to the components of financial management and inter-
nal control.
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During June the Office of High Inspector of Justice has administered 97 complaints, 93 of
which were submitted by citizens and 4 submitted by institution .

High Inspector of Justice Office has performed the standard confirmation process of re-
ceiving complaints for all the new complaints submitted during May 2024. Complaints
against judges and prosecutors are referred to the inspectors and they are at different
stages of the process such as the initial consideration, verification and the archiving to-
gether with relevant decisions.

61 decisions from 108
practices specifically
reviewed:

1 decision to initiate a
disciplinary
investigation for 1
magistrate judge

18 verification
decisions

-50 archiving decisions
after initial review;

- 11 archiving decisions
after verification

——————
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The Office of the High Inspector of Justice con-
tinues with intensive work to confirm the
complaints carried and those administered
since February 1, 2020, when it was estab-
lished as an institution.

To facilitate this process for interested per-
sons, HIJ has published on the official website
a special complaint form, which:

bit", Building no.13, Tirana.

e It can also be completed by presenting at
the Office of the High Inspector of Justice,
if necessary, to ask for assistance of the
team of the Complaints Office.

Upon receipt of the complaint, the High In-

spector of Justice within 5 days confirms in

writing its receipt.

The criteria for the admissibility of the com-
plaint are published on the official website of
HIJ www.ild.al, in the section "How to receive
complaints”.

”

e Can be completed directly and submitted
online;

e Can be downloaded, completed and sent
by email to info@ild.al or by mail at the
address Boulevard "Déshmorét e Kom-

Even during the month of June 2024, the Office of the High Inspector of Justice made public
announcements of archiving decisions for 13 complainants, who were unreachable at the
addresses communicated by them. In addition to the stands of the HIJ, according to the law,
these announcements are also found on our official website and posted in the stands of the
municipalities where the complainants come from.
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| While assisting the complainants |

The team of complaints office welcomes citi-
zens-complainants every working day from
09:00 am to 02:00 pm, while for increased
communication with interested citizens, in
addition to communication through the
website and official address, the Office of
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the High Inspector of Justice has made avail-
able the phone number +355 4 2217217.
Coordinator for the right to information is
part of this sector
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During the month of June 2024,
the Complaints and Public Rela-
tions Sector received 30 com-
plainants, who appeared at the
premises of the Office of the
High Inspector of Justice, and
23 phone calls from citizens,
who requested information on
the stage of their complaints or
Information on completing the
TIP complaint form.

‘ CORDINATOR FOR THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION \

In accordance with the principles and rules
provided for in law no. 119/2014 "On the
right to information", the coordinator for
the right to information in the Office of the
High Inspector of Justice, enables every
applicant the right to be familiar with
public information, as
communicates according to the need with
the applicant regarding the processing of
the request for public information.

Requests for information are filed by

well as

citizens, legal entities, interested groups,
and can be send through the “Albanian
Post”, e-mail at the address: info@ild.al, as
well as the e-mail of the coordinator for the
right to information: amanta.jasa@ild.al.
The information provided in the
transparency program is published and
continuously updated in the register of
requests and responses, within the legal
deadline.

During June 2024, at the Office of High Inspector of Justice, 17 requests for infor-
mation were received, which were processed in all cases within 5 days (the law pro-
vides that applicants to return response within 10 days).
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I pAKANS AND

HIJ INSPECTORS, THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL
TRAINING ON THEMATIC INSPECTIONS

The methodology of preparing, conducting
and analyzing classic thematic inspections,
was the focus of the 5-day training activity,
which took place in Tirana and Durrés, with
the participation of the units of inspectors
and assistant inspectors of the High Inspec-
tor of Justice Office.

The activity organized with the joint contri-

bution of SEJIV (EU and EC project
“Strengthening the Quality and Efficiency of
Justice in Albania”) and EU4Justice, served,
as High Inspector of Justice Mr. Artur Me-
tani emphasized in his welcoming speech,
the already established tradition of the HIJ
Office for the systematic strengthening of
the capacities of inspectors and assistants
inspectors, and in this specific case, in con-
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ducting the classic thematic inspection,
based on the best EU standards and practic-
es.

In the first two days, the HIJ inspectors and
assistant inspectors were trained on the
methodology of organizing thematic inspec-
tions, the internal work of courts and prose-
cution offices, with the French and Romani-

an experiences presented by Mr. Vincent
Delbos, former inspector magistrate of the
General Inspectorate of Justice in France
and Ms. Nicoleta Rhfir, former magistrate
inspector of the Judicial Inspectorate of Ro-
mania.

The HlJ inspection teams also discussed on
setting inspections standards, with refer-
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ence to the practice of CEPEJ, the European
Commission for Efficiency Justice.

During the two following days, two teams
of HlJ inspectors, together with internation-
al experts, carried out an inspection mis-
sion in the Prosecution Office attached to
the Court of First Instance of General Juris-

diction Durrés, according to the annual in-
spection calendar of the HIJ. The training
week was concluded in Tirana, with a spe-
cial session with the unit of inspectors and
assistant inspectors, where the main re-
sults, findings and recommendations were
discussed, based on which a Guide to best
inspection practices will be prepared.
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CONTACT HIJ

WEB: ild.al
EMAIL: info@ild.al

ADRESS: Boulevard “Déshmorét e Kombit”,
Building nr.13 Tirana, Albania
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